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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Tarmac Ltd 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles are sound, but careful attention needs to be paid to life cycle carbon 
accounting. See below for further details. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Please see below. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The construction sector and its supply chain have the opportunity to make a significant 
contribution to a green recovery, subject to public policy support. 

Public sector procurement should be standards and outcome driven. Many parts of Scotland 
need an upgrade of its roads, rail, housing, schools and hospitals, not to mention essential 
energy infrastructure. These much needed, and long-awaited, upgrades can be done 
differently and better. Through early engagement and collaboration with customers, the 
construction industry and its supply chain can design and deliver more efficient buildings and 
infrastructure. This requires behavioural change on all sides, but the possibilities are huge. 
For instance, public sector clients, can specify whether they want road surfaces that last 
longer, can be reopened to traffic quicker, or cut carbon over the lifetime of the road, or all 
three. Resources can be planned for and used more efficiently resulting in better productivity, 
less waste and potential cost savings. Tarmac has examples of this different approach in 
action and would be happy to share them with the Scottish Government. 

How Government, be it UK or devolved government, approach future infrastructure, buildings 
and housing will be important to the built environment's long-term sustainability. As the 
climate warms the need to plan for extreme weather events becomes more important. It is no 
longer acceptable to say that we should insulate our homes to the maximum if that results in 
overheating in the summer driving people to use energy hungry air conditioning. Innovative 
design and the intelligent use of materials can provide passive heating and cooling options. 
Public procurement bodies should not mandate the use of any particular material or technique 
to achieve their desired low carbon outcomes, but instead they should focus on standards 
that require specified performance outcomes. In the case of roads infrastructure, it is possible 
to reduce the carbon footprint of asphalt by up to 12% by using a warm mix. If the performance 
requirement for a new road surface is for lower embodied carbon then that can be specified.  
Similarly, if the requirement is to get a road open as quickly as possible, warm mix or a single 
layer asphalt might be the answer. Warm mix cools quicker and single layer asphalt only 
needs to be laid once. Performance standards can lead to better outcomes and behavioural 
changes. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/


ECCLR/GR/058 
 

2 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The significant backlog of public sector repair and maintenance requirements presents an 
opportunity to direct spending to ‘shovel ready’ projects. By adopting the suggestions above, 
the Scottish Government can help create jobs and attain better, more sustainable, outcomes 
quickly. 

General response 

Tarmac believes that a real opportunity exists to stimulate a green recovery in Scotland if the 
country focuses on: 

• Returning to work safely, while at the same time protecting and creating jobs in the 
construction industries and their supply chains 

• Rebalancing the economy so that no region or area of Scotland is left behind 

• Where possible, taking advantage of record low interest rates to borrow to invest in 
infrastructure and construction 

• Addressing the climate crisis by embracing low carbon solutions whilst ensuring the 
future competitiveness of UK industries, especially energy intensive industries, like 
cement, that are vulnerable to carbon leakage 

• Investing in skills and training, including reforms to the Apprenticeship Levy   

• Setting new standards for design and specification of resilient infrastructure, buildings 
and housing 

• Relentlessly pursuing resource efficiency to protect our natural resources and reduce 
energy and carbon emissions in manufacturing processes 

• Rethinking business models to maximise collaboration and partnering 

• Grasping the opportunities that come with innovation in digital and automation to 
enhance productivity. 


